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enter the school code  2tu4k. Then 

follow the simple instructions. Book-

ings will close at 11:00am on       

Monday  20th   February.  

 

IT’S NOT GREAT TO BE LATE   

CLASSROOM TIME IS ‘FIVE TO 9’ 

Punctuality is a valuable habit for   

children to learn.  Students arriving 

late miss out on important information 

or instruction time at the beginning of 

the learning session. It also distracts 

other students from their work and 

disrupts teachers.  As we strive to 

make the most of all learning times, 

please assist class teachers by ensuring 

your children arrive at school on time.  

 

HOURS OF SUPERVISION 

Please remember students should ar-

rive at school from 8:40am and leave 

grounds after school by 3:30pm. 

Grounds are supervised from 8:40 – 

8:55am and from 3:15 – 3:30pm. If 

you need to access the school earlier in 

the morning and/or later in the after-

noon than these times we do have an 

excellent Before & After School pro-

gram which is operated by Extend. For 

further           information about this 

program please visit their website at   

www.extend.com.au or call on 

1300366437. 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students,  

It  has definitely been a busy start to the 

year with teachers focussed on            

establishing calm, effective classroom 

routines that will support all students in 

their learning.   

Please discuss our three school rules at 

home and ask how your child has  

demonstrated these rules over the past 

week.  

1. Respect your school 

2. Do your best 

3. Help others to succeed 

 

FETE UPDATE 

As advised last week this year’s Fete has 

been re-scheduled to Friday 24th         

November so that we are able to recruit 

enough volunteer support for the event to 

go ahead. Further information about the 

Fete has been sent home with today’s 

newsletter.  
 

We ask all families to  consider how they 

can support our Fete and then return the 

volunteer slip to their child’s teacher by 

Monday 27th February.   
 

Our next Fete committee meeting will be 

held in the  staffroom at school at 6:30pm 

on Tuesday 28th February. At this meet-

ing we will decide if we have enough 

committed  volunteers to prepare and  

manage a safe and successful 2017 school 

Fete.  

Please speak with Glenn, Cynthia or 

Vanessa if you would like more      infor-

mation.  

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION  

Today’s newsletter includes important 

information about School Councils. 

Our 2017 School Council election pro-

cess commences on Thursday 16th  of        

February with   a notice of the election 

and call for nominations. The following 

timeline will apply for this election: 

Thurs 16th Feb: Notice of election & 

call for nominations 

Thurs 23rd Feb: Nominations close 

Friday 24th  Feb: List of candidates 

displayed 

By Wednesday 1st March: Ballot     

papers distributed by this date. 

4pm Thursday 9th March: Ballot   

closes 

5pm Thursday 9th  March: Vote 

count 

Friday 10th March: Declaration of   

ballot 

Monday 20th  March: First School 

Council Meeting to elect office bearers. 

Nomination forms can be collected 

from the school office. If you would 

like more information please  speak to 

Glenn or Cynthia. 
 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

As advised last week Parent  Teacher 

Interviews will be held next week on 

Tuesday 21st  (Years 3-6) and Wednes-

day 22nd February (Years P-2). Inter-

views for Classes 2G and 3/4M will be 

held on Thursday 2nd March. To book 

in times for       interviews with your 

child’s teacher go to 

www.schoolinterviews.com.au and 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Thursday 16th Feb PTA meeting in staffroom 6:00pm  

Monday 20 Feb School Council meeting 6:30pm 

 Tuesday 21 Feb Parent Teacher Interviews (3-6) 

    Wednesday 22 Feb Parent Teacher Interviews (P-2) 

    Friday 23 Feb Twilight Swimming Sports and Aquatic Centre 

    Tuesday 28th Feb  Fete Meeting 6:30pm in staffroom 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au
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What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. 

They are legally formed bodies that are given powers to 

set the key directions of a school within centrally provided 

guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to direct-

ly influence the quality of education that the school pro-

vides for its students. 

 

Who is on the school council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 
 

A mandated elected Parent category. More than one 

third of the total members must be from this category. 

Department of Education and Training employees can  

be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they  

are not employed at the school. 
 

A mandated elected DET employee category.  

Members of this category may make up no more than  

one third of the total membership of school council. The  

principal of the school is automatically one of these  

members. 
 

An optional Community member category.  

Its   members are appointed by a decision of the council  

because of their special skills, interests or experiences.  

DET employees are not eligible to be Community  

members. The term of office for all members is two 

years. Half the  members must retire each year, creating 

vacancies for the annual school council elections. 
 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints 

and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction 

of the school. Those parents who become active on a  

school council find their involvement satisfying in itself  

and may also find that their children feel a greater sense  

of belonging. 
 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections which are 

held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held 

if more people nominate as candidates than there are  posi-

tions vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

 standing for election as a member of the school 

council 

 encouraging another person to stand for election. 
 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school 

and the desire to work in partnership with others to help 

shape the school’s future. 
 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

 The principal will issue a notice and call for nomi-

nations following the commencement of Term 1 each 

year.  

 All school council elections must be completed by the 

end of March.  

 If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for 

someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can 

nominate yourself in the Parent category. 

 DEECD employees whose child is enrolled in a school 

in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate 

as parents for the school council where their child is 

enrolled  

 Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the 

principal within the time stated on the notice of elec-

tion.  

 You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the 

mail following the receipt of your completed nomina-

tion. 

 If there are more nominations received than there are 

vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during 

the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

Remember 

 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for 

election and are not sure what to do 

 Consider standing for election to council this year 

 Be sure to vote in the elections. 

If you would like more information please speak with the 

Principal, Mr Glenn McConnell 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Department of Education & Training wants parents to 

be aware of the following information: 

Parents  are reminded that the Department does not provide 

personal accident insurance for students.  Parents and guardi-

ans are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for 

injured students, including any transport costs.  Student acci-

dent insurance policies are available from some commercial        

insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not covered 

by Medicare or private health insurance.  

 

Personal Goods Brought to School at Owner’s Risk The 

Department of     Education and Early Childhood          Devel-

opment does not hold insurance nor does it accept responsibil-

ity for    private property brought to school by students, staff 

and visitors and it will generally not pay for any loss or dam-

age to such property. At Kismet Park we discourage the bring-

ing to school of unnecessary, expensive or precious toys or 

sporting equipment.  

School Council Information 
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 Student Well-being and Engagement 

Bright Spark  

Damon Truscott PREP For showing excellent skills in 

Maths 

Kaleb Walsh 1/2 For showing excellent skills in 
class 

Theo Panetta 3/4  For showing excellent skills in 

class 

Riley Casey 5/6 For his work in Maths 

   

Big Effort  

Jacob Edgerton PREP For being able to confidently 

write your name 

Charlize Dremel 1/2 For doing her best in Maths activi-

ties and seeking assistance to help 

her learning 

Madeleine Northey 3/4 For demonstrating consistent 

effort in the classroom 

Joshua Valdes 5/6  For putting in a great effort in his 

graphing for Maths 

   

Friendly Act  

Abbigail Reynolds PREP For helping others to succeed and 

showing confidence with friends 

in the yard. 

Jack Hedges 1/2 For always supporting his class-

mates and helping others to suc-

ceed 

Joel McIlvenna 3/4  For always supporting his class-

mates 

Hayley Holland 5/6  For supporting her classmates and 

news students at Kismet Park 

EVERYONE NEEDS A FRIEND 

It is not always easy for children to know how to 

manage friendships. Problems with friends can 

affect how children feel about themselves and 

their enthusiasm for activities that involve others. 

Teachers, parents and carers can help children 

learn the kinds of friendship skills they will need 

as they grow and develop. 
 

Learning how to make and keep friends involves a 

number of skills. Children learn more and more 

complex social skills from those around them as 

they develop.  

Core friendship skills for children are: 

Cooperation – how to share, how to take turns, 

how to work together towards a common goal. 

Communication – using words to explain what you 

want and listening to others respectfully AND 

paying attention to body language (eg. Making eye 

contact, smiling, being able to read others’ non-

verbal reactions). 

Understanding & Managing Feelings – being able 

to express feelings in ways that help others un-

derstand you AND recognising and responding to 

others’ feelings. 

Accepting & Including Others – recognising others’ 

needs for respect and friendship. 

Children develop friendship skills through playing 

with other children. Because they are learning, 

they are sure to have times when things do not go 

as they would like. Sometimes they blame them-

selves for what has happened.  So when problems 

do arise in friendships it is important not to blame 

children but to show them how to find a solution.  
 

Here is a problem-solving approach that is often 

helpful: 

-Encourage the child to describe what has hap-

pened. 

-Ask about how they felt. 

-Ask them how they think the other person might 

see it and how they might be feeling. 

-Get them to think of ways they could do things 

differently next time. 

-Encourage them to try the new approach – get them 

to practise with you so they feel more confident. 

-Check back with your child to see how things turned 

out. 

Reference: This information is taken from     

KidsMatter information for families and school staff. 

Further information can be found at: https://

www.kidsmatter.edu.au 
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Last week at 
Before and Af-
ter School care 
was science 
week! We start-
ed the week 
making water 
walk then we 

changed the colour of flowers just in 
time for Valentines day! We 
switched gears after that and made 
volcanoes come from Coke and 
lemons! We ended our scientific 
experiments with shaving cream 
rain clouds which were really cool! 

Stay tuned to hear all about our 
next great adventure!!   

- Sarah, Team Leader 

PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au  
 

What's on next week:   
NATURE WEEK 

Monday 20 February:   
Environmental Art 

Tuesday 21 February:    
Cooking Berry Muffins 

Wednesday 22 February:   
Veggie Garden planning and deco-

rating  
Thursday 23 February:   

Cooking Veggie Slice 
Friday 24 February:    

Recycled art 

All donation envelopes can be 
returned to school via your 
child’s classroom or the office. 
GIVE THAT THEY MAY GROW 

Medications & excursions 

Just a reminder for all students who have Asthma and don’t 

have their medication in the First Aid room in the sick bay - they 

MUST bring their puffers with them to all off-site excursions and 

sporting events.  

Anaphylaxis students MUST bring a 2nd epipen from home.  Students will 

not be able to attend off-site excursions if this back-up epipen isn't brought 

to school on the day. 

Please contact the school if you need to update medical information for your 

child 


