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Building the Foundations for Success and Happiness 

Thursday 21st February 4:15-8:00pm Interschool Twilight Swimming at Sunbury Aquatic Centre–  Selected Teams 

Friday 22nd February 2:30pm Assembly in the Gym  

Mon 25th  February School Council Nominations close 

Monday 4th March School Photo day 

Tuesday 5th March 7:00pm Cyber Safety Information Session for Parents 

Friday 15th March P-2 Athletics Sports at 9am 

Friday 22nd March Twilight Zoo Carnival Fete 

  

 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students,  

Thank you to all participants in our Parent Helpers Education sessions held yesterday. Topics covered included      

mandatory information related to Occupation Health and Safety and our Child Safe Code of conduct. Important tips 

about how to support student learning in the classroom (and at home) were also discussed. Some of these tips are 

included later in today’s newsletter.  

Certificates will be presented to the participant’s children at tomorrow afternoon’s assembly. As we require all class-

room helpers to complete this training further sessions will be scheduled for early term 2. Please leave your name at 

the office if you would like further information about helping out in classrooms.   

Today we wish our swimming team all the best for the Twilight Interschool Swimming Sports which will be held at 

Sunbury Aquatic Centre from 4:15pm this afternoon.  We encourage families to come along and support our      

swimmers as they represent our school. 

CYBER SAFETY INFORMATION SESSION FOR PARENTS  

Tuesday 5th March at 7:00-8:00pm in Building A 

A speaker from the e Safety Commission, in conjunction with the Alannah and Madeline Foundation will be holding 

a Parent Information session at 7pm on Tuesday 5th March. During the session the speaker will provide an insight 

into the online worlds of young people including: latest trends, risks and research. There will also be tips for parents 

on how to manage technology use at home.  An invitation to this event accompanies today’s newsletter. Child mind-

ing will be available.  

STUDENT SAFETY, TRAFFIC AND PARKING 

For student safety reasons please ensure you always Drive & Park Safely and Legally.  Because of the narrow 

streets surrounding our school parking can be a problem. School Council is working with local Government and         

State Government representatives to improve traffic flow and parking issues at peak traffic times. In the meantime  

please do not exacerbate this problem by careless or illegal practices. To provide a safe environment for all of our 

students to arrive and leave school safely please ensure that you: 

 Do not use the staff car park. 

 Do not double park anywhere. 

 Do not drop off in the oval car park if   there are no  parking spaces.  

 Leave disability parking spaces for families dropping off / picking up  students with special needs 

 Always ensure you and your children use pedestrian  crossings. 

 Ensure your children  DON’T jump fences. 

Please show consideration of our neighbours by following the road rules and not blocking driveways . As a result of 

recent unacceptable behaviour  reported to us we have requested bylaws officers to visit regularly during drop off 

and pick up times to enforce road rules and safe driver behaviour.   
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HOURS OF SUPERVISION 

Please remember students should arrive at school from 8:40am and leave grounds after school by 3:30pm. Grounds 

are supervised from 8:40 – 8:55am and from 3:15 – 3:30pm. If you need to access the school earlier in the morning 

and/or later in the afternoon than these times we do have an excellent Before & After School program which is      

operated by Extend. For further information about this program please visit their website at   www.extend.com.au or 

call on 1300366437. 

 

ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND RULES 

Kismet Park has two adventure  playground areas—a Prep to 2   playground and a Years 3-6 playground (with the 

spider).  The equipment in each playground has been designed as appropriate to each age group. We ask that parents 

ensure their children play on the appropriate equipment before and after school.  

 

2019 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION NOMINATIONS 

Please remember that nominations for school Council close on Monday 25th February. Nomination forms are availa-

ble at the office.  The following timeline will apply for this election: 

Mon 18th  Feb: Notice of election & call for  nominations 

Mon 25th  Feb: Nominations close 

Wed 28th Feb: List of candidates displayed 

By  Tuesday 5th March: Ballot papers distr ibuted by this date. 

Tuesday 12th March at 4pm: Ballot   closes 

Thursday 14th March at 4:30pm Vote count 

Thursday 14th  March: Declaration of   ballot 

Monday 18th March: Special School Council meeting to Co-opt community members 

Monday 25th March: First School Council Meeting to elect office bearers. 

 

TIPS FOR HELPING EARLY READERS AT HOME 

The 3 P’s – PAUSE, PROMPT, PRAISE 

PAUSE - When assisting your children with reading it is important to give them time to try to work out the word for 

themselves. Wait 3-5 seconds before providing a prompt as young children need time to process the strategies that 

they are currently learning to read unfamiliar words. For example they may look back at the picture, hesitate to recall 

the repetitive pattern of language, reread or try to remember where they previously read that word in the text. 

 

PROMPT – Encourage the child to look at the pictures by asking: What word might make sense? 

 What would sound right? 

 What does it start with? 

If the word makes sense, allow the child to continue reading. 

If the word doesn’t make sense encourage the child to have another try or tell the child the word so that the flow of the 

story is not unduly interrupted and enjoyment lost. 

 

PRAISE – At all times it is important that children are praised and encouraged for their efforts. The support and en-

couragement provided through your praise will greatly assist your child’s reading development. Try comments such 

as:  I like the way ……………………………………………………………………... 

 Well done for ……………………………………………………………………… 

 That’s really great how you ………………………......................... 

 You must have been practising ……………………........................ 

Have a fantastic week! 

Glenn and Andrea 



PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS FOR TEACHERS - What are we learning?   

During this week our teachers have participated in Professional Practice Days. The work undertaken on these days 

has focussed our school priority around Mathematics learning. Teachers have been working in their teams on the 

following tasks for Term 1 Mathematics teaching: 

 Professional Development session covering Effective Mathematics Teaching, Quality Questioning,             

Mathematics Teaching Practices, Rich Maths Tasks and Problem Solving in Maths. 

 Collaborative curriculum development. 

 Planning of units of work that include open ended tasks, the use of concrete materials and manipulatives to 

support learning and using problem solving strategies and rich maths tasks 

 Assessment of student learning in Mathematics. 

 Unpacking department resources that support teaching and learning in mathematics.  

 

Mathematics is an integral part of everyday life. Students learn mathematics in different ways and at Kismet Park 

teachers have planned a numeracy program which provides students with opportunities to develop the knowledge 

and language needed for thorough understanding of maths concepts. Our collaborative planning ensures students 

have access to opportunities to engage in hands on mathematics learning.  

Through explicitly teaching mathematics skills and processes our students will: 

 Become confident, creative users and communicators of mathematics, able to investigate, represent and in-

terpret mathematics problems. 

 Develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding of mathematical concepts and fluency with processes, 

and are able to pose and solve problems and reason in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, 

and Statistics and Probability. 

 Recognise connections between the areas of mathematics and other curriculum areas, linking maths learning 

with Literacy skills (Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening). 

We will be including family maths tasks in future newsletters to help promote mathematical language and shared 

learning at home.  

 

Andrea Markham 

Curriculum Leader 

 

 

 

    Recorder and music folder $10  

 

 

 

A little reminder that the 5/6 Camp Deposit is due on 28th February  



EXTEND UPDATE.  

 

The Extend Superstar is…  

Jaime. S… for always having a smile on her face and trying new things!! Congratulations Jaime! 

What’s Been Happening? This week we’ve been focusing on our Kitchen Garden Enrichment Program! We have loved see-

ing all of our lovely plants growing some fresh produce and we can’t wait to share it with you! We also learnt some new 

basketball skills as part of our Kids Fit program. Lastly we completed some amazing art activities and made some colourful 

rain with our shaving foam rain science activity! 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Bubble Bombs Piet Mondrian Art Calming Lavender 
Playdough 

Broccoli and 
Cheese Muffins 

DIY Spinners 



CHINESE NEW YEAR—YEAR OF THE PIG 
In week 2, Grade 3 and 4 students created a display celebrating Chinese New Year, year of the Pig. Students learnt 
about the significance of symbols and objects such as the animals represented each year, the money envelopes and 
the Cherry Blossom tree. The money envelopes don't contain money on our display, but our students wrote a 2019 
'well wish' message for themselves. Students really enjoyed learning about this culture and it was great to see their 
interest and enthusiasm in such an activity. 

MELBOURNE'S JAPANESE SUMMER FESTIVAL- A FUN EVENT FOR THE FAMILY! 

The Melbourne Japanese Summer Festival will return in 2019 to celebrate its 10th anniversary. The event will 
take place on Sunday 24 February from 11:30AM to 5:30PM and will showcase traditional and contemporary 
Japanese culture with performances, foods and activities for all ages. 

 
The City of Melbourne’s International Engagement portfolio Chair Cr Philip Le Liu says this year, the City 
of Melbourne celebrates our 40th anniversary of our first sister city relationship with Osaka, Japan. 

“The 10th annual Melbourne Japanese Summer Festival is an opportunity to celebrate the special relationship 
that we share between our cities,” says Cr Le Liu. “This festival explores Japan’s rich and vibrant culture and 
celebrates how our multicultural community has grown from its influence. We’re excited to welcome the 2019 
Melbourne Japanese Summer Festival to the city for everyone to enjoy.” 

 
Experience the vibrancy of Japanese culture from a variety of performances including local song and dance 
groups. This festival will not only be featuring traditional acts such as Taiko drumming, Okinawan folk music, 
but also contemporary dance performances. If that’s not enough, everyone can experience the festivity of Japa-
nese festivals first hand through participating in the Bon Odori dance or the Best-Dressed Award for lasting 
memories and fantastic prizes. Follow the link below for more information:  

  

https://www.jcjsm.org.au/fest/ 

https://www.jcjsm.org.au/fest/


 


