
28th February 2019 

Kismet News 
 

McEwan Drive Sunbury.  Victoria 3429      Phone: (03) 9744 4566 
Email: kismet.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Website: http://kismetparkps.vic.edu.au   

Monday 4th March School Photo day 

Tuesday 5th March 7:00pm Cyber Safety Information Session for Parents 

Friday 8th March Years 3-6 House Athletic Sports 

Friday 15th March P-2 Athletics Sports at 9am 

National Day of Action Against Bullying 

Wednesday 20th March  Red Cross Presentation to year 5/6 classes 

Thursday 21st March 9:15am Harmony Day Assembly 

Friday 22nd March  Twilight Zoo Carnival Fete 

Monday 25th March School Council Meeting 

 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students,  

We start this week by congratulating all on a fantastic assembly last Friday.  Class items by 1G, 2B and 4L were                  
entertaining and informative while demonstrating great confidence in public speaking. It was also pleasing to see the  
enthusiasm of students in responding to our  Steve Bradbury competition. The winners will share the Steve Bradbury 
story at our next assembly.   We also look forward to seeing other classes across the school share their learning with 
us at future assemblies.  1T, 2T and 5/6 A are scheduled to present at our assembly on Friday 15th March. Classroom 
teachers will let you know when their class will be presenting at future assemblies. 
 

HARMONY DAY 

On Tuesday morning our Harmony Day committee met to  plan an exciting day of activities on Thursday 21st 
March. Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity and promotes inclusiveness, respect and a sense of 
belonging for everyone. The day will commence with a special assembly which all are invited to attend.  
 

HARMONY WEEK RECIPE BOOK 

To help us celebrate Harmony Week we are looking to compile a recipe book that celebrates the various cultures rep-
resented across our community.  If you have a  family favourite recipe  that  you would like included please send it 
along to the office by Friday 8th March. Thank you to Natalie Kire for offering to coordinate the compilation of this 
book.  
 

RESPONSIBLE THINKING 

This week we have introduced a Responsible Thinking Room  (RTR)  to our School Wide Positive Behaviour       
processes.  As part of the process students who attend the ‘RTR’ will complete Responsible Thinking sheet which 
they will then take home to discuss with a parent / carer. We ask you to discuss the information your child has      
recorded following the question prompts and focussing on their behaviour. To show you have discussed the incident, 
please sign the sheet and make sure your child returns it to their teacher the next day.  A more detailed description of 
the Responsible Thinking approach is included later in this newsletter.  

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION  

As the number of nominees equalled the number of vacancies an election was not required.  Congratulations to the 

following nominees on being duly   elected parent representatives on school council.   

Glenn Campbell 

Aaron Malcolm 

David McLean 

Sharna Small 

Returning parent members of school council are: Jacqui Barnard, Sean Bassett, Bianca Kerr, Kylie Lowdell Congrat-

ulations also to our elected DEECD employee members: Andrea Markham and Louisa Beckenham.  

We would like to acknowledge the work of retiring members Wendi Hobbins (Parent), Donna Matthews and Cynthia 

Schumann for their contribution and commitment to making Kismet Park the best we can be.  Our first meeting will 

be held on Monday 25th March.  
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 STUDENT LEADERS 

Our student leaders play an important role at Kismet Park. Their roles include the representation of their peers  to 

share their views with school leadership,  leading fortnightly assemblies and assisting with activities such as 

House Sports. Our Leaders also organise lunch time activities for others to participate in. We congratulate all our 

student leaders listed below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Name Last Name Role House 

Sadie Bessell School Captain McEwen-Blue 

Logan Johnston School Captain Clarke- Green 

Katie Pounder School Vice-Captain Clarke- Geen 

Tex Drew School Vice-Captain Clarke- Green 

Amelia Malcolm Performing Arts Captain McEwen- blue 

Chloe Cernjavic Performing Arts Vice-Captain McEwen- blue 

Tyler Dowdy House Captain McEwen- Blue 

Brigette Burnside House Captain McEwen- Blue 

Rakau Loffley House Captain Clarke- Green 

Mackenzie Thomas House Captain Clarke- Green 

Trinity Skidmore House Captain Hogan- Red 

Jayden Hodgson House Captain Hogan- Red 

Angus Ross House Captain Lambert- yellow 

Dania Malu House Captain Lambert- yellow 

Amelia Malcolm Band Captain McEwen- blue 

Georgia Soderstrom Choir Captain Hogan- red 

Mikayla Mitchell Dance Captain Hogan- red 

Maggie Greenwood Dance Captain Lambert- yellow 

Hayden Spence Junior School Council (year 5 

rep) 

Clarke- Green 

Mia Castagnini Junior School Council (year 5 

rep) 

Clarke- Green 

Lemeki Malu Junior School Council (year 4 

rep) 

Lambert- yellow 

Alyssa Murphy Junior School Council (year 4 

rep) 

Hogan- red 

Cooper Drake Junior School Council (year 3 

rep) 

Clarke- green 

Laneah Macasaddu Junior School Council (year 3 

rep) 

Lambert- yellow 



RESPONSIBLE THINKING PROGRAM 

Wherever humans are, there are also rules, standards, and procedures. Their purpose is simple: they provide guides for how we 

should act to accomplish our goals without in any way interfering with others who are trying to achieve their goals. This is 

how all of us can live in harmony with each other. 

As part of our School Wide Positive Behaviour Program, the Responsible Thinking Process (RTP) will be used for managing 

disruptive and inappropriate behaviour at Kismet Park. RTP is also very consistent with our current philosophy of restorative 

practice which asserts that nothing worthwhile can be achieved outside the concept of respectful and quality relationships. 

 RTP is based on these guiding principles: 

 Students have the right to learn and teachers have the right to teach in safety. 

 No one has the right to disrupt, to prevent others from learning, or to violate the rights of others.  

 RTP, rather than being a set of rules, is an attitude about how a person interacts with others. 

 RTP is a process that teaches respect for others through responsible thinking. 

 RTP is not about how students behave, it is about how students are treated. 

It creates mutual respect by teaching students how to think through what they are doing in relation to the rules of the particular 
situation. This gives students personal accountability for their actions, thus teaching self-discipline. 

If a student chooses to disrupt the classroom or display behaviours in the playground we have agreed are not acceptable, they 

will be asked some specific questions that are designed to help them think about what they are doing and give them the oppor-

tunity to choose more appropriate behaviour. 

 “What are you doing?” 

 “What are the rules?” 

 “What happens when you break the rules?” 

 "Do you want this to happen?" 

 "What do you want to do now?" 

"What happens if you do this again?" 

If a student continues to disrupt, he or she has chosen to go to our Responsible Thinking Room during lunch play and follow 

the process. 

At the Responsible Thinking Room (RTR), the student is required to seriously reflect upon their behaviour and take responsi-

bility for their actions. They then formulate a plan that will assist them to not repeat the disruptive behaviour again. The RTR 

Supervisor will evaluate the student’s plan before the student presents the plan to the classrsoom teacher. This discussion with 

the teacher is a vital component in rebuilding a quality relationship. 

Consistent with our values around fostering relationships with parents, the RTR reflection form is sent home,  if the pupil per-

sists in disrupting lessons or breaking school rules, their parents or caregivers would be asked to come to school for a discus-

sion on how we can better support the student to respect the rights of others. If the student disrupts in the RTR, the parents of 

the student will be asked to take the student home until they are ready to re-engage in the process. 

 If a student can’t be in class, and can’t be in the RTR, they can’t be at school.  

 Specifically, the program: 

 Protects time for teaching and learning 

 Teaches students to exercise self-control, respect the rights of others and respect rules 

 Helps students see that they are responsible for their actions 

Helps students think out ways to cooperate, set limits, compromise, plan and manage their lives. 

The Responsible Thinking Room (RTR) is a dedicated quiet room designed to provide students with the opportunity to reas-

sess their choices and to focus on thinking responsibly. It is not a detention room or a withdrawal room. If a student choos-

es, by their behaviour, to go to the RTR, they will be treated with respect and with confidence that they are very capable of 

managing the process of re-entry to the class. 

These are possible questions that will be used by the leadership team in the RTR session, for individual conferences: 



 What were you thinking about when you …….? 

 What have you thought about since it happened? 

 Did you do the right thing or the wrong thing? 

 Who has been affected by what you did, in what ways? 

 How can you fix things up? 

What can I do to help you? 

The leadership team will then facilitate the process in which the student develops a plan of how to prevent future incidents. At 

Kismet Park, we respect students and believe that they can develop thinking and social skills so as to prevent the recurrence of 

the incidents that have led to their referrals. 

If your child brings home a reflection form to say they have attended the Responsible Thinking Room please discuss the inci-

dent with your child and return the signed form. The form is to explain why your child came to the room and what they are 

going to do to change their behaviour. Please discuss this with your child, sign the sheet and return it to the school the next 

day. If you have any questions about an incident please make a time for us to discuss this with you. It is important that we fos-

ter a positive partnership between home and school so would appreciate your support and reinforcement of the school rules and 

values when discussing the issues at home.  

  

Further information about RTP can be found at: www.responsiblethinking.com 

 

MATHEMATICAL PROBLEM SOLVING 

Students have been working on problem solving in maths sessions, this is a critical component of learning mathe-

matics. Young students who are engaged in meaningful problem solving develop skills and a repertoire of strate-

gies. We are teaching our students to use different strategies to solve mathematical problems.  

 

 

 

http://www.responsiblethinking.com/


 
Work with your child on solving the problems below at their appropriate level. Some questions that you can dis-
cuss with your child to help them understand the problem and solve it could be:  

 What area of mathematics is this? 

 What exactly am I being asked to do? 

 What do I know? 

 What do I need to find out? 

 What am I uncertain about? 
Can I put the problem into my own words? 

Encourage your child to read the problem carefully until they understand what it is they need to find out. Discuss 
this with them and decide on a strategy to help solve the problem. What do I know? What do I need to find out?  
Most importantly have fun with this and enjoy the time problem solving with your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


